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INTRODUCTION

So you’ve got your frame loom, you’ve found some yarn, 
and you’re overflowing with creativity. You just need to 
prepare your loom for weaving. 

This quick guide will discuss how to select a suitable 
warp thread for your project and teach you how to warp 
a basic frame loom.

GOOD TO KNOW

• In this guide I am using the Loom & Spindle Apprentice 
loom, but any peg/tooth style frame loom will suit the 
method presented.

• There is no need for measuring or pre-cutting the warp 
thread. The warp is wound directly onto the teeth of 
the loom.

• Before you begin warping, give thought to your design 
and how best to use your loom to achieve the desired 
length and width for your piece.

• The method presented results in an even number of 
warp threads. 



CHOOSING	A	WARP	THREAD

Warp Thread characteristics
When designing any woven piece, your choice of warp 
thread should be carefully considered as it will form the 
foundation or your fabric and the structure on which you 
will weave. It should be strong and smooth and be able 
to withstand the friction and stretching created by the 
weaving action.

Tapestry Warp
Traditional tapestry warp is well suited to frame-loom 
weaving as it is designed with the rigours of weaving 
in mind. Tapestry warp consists of number of cotton 
threads, hard twisted, for strength and durability. The 
natural smoothness of cotton ensures your weaving  
yarn will pass smoothly across the warp.  

Finding a Substitute
If you don’t have tapestry warp on hand I recommend 
finding another strong 3 or 4 ply cotton thread such as 
crochet cotton. You can experiment with other yarns and 
materials. Try to avoid lofty yarns that have very little 
twist as they will be more prone to breakage.
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WARPING 101

In this example, my 
warp width comprises 
of 12 teeth. 

This leaves 7 teeth to 
the left and 7 to the 
right of the warping 
area. 

I have marked these 
teeth with pink dots 
for reference as I warp. 

Having determined the width of your piece, decide how 
many teeth you will need to warp to accomodate your 
design.

Centre the warp on the loom by making sure the 
number of teeth to the left and right of the desired 
warp width are the same.

1
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Take the end of your warp 
thread and tie a loop knot.

Starting at the top left of you 
loom, loop the thread around 
the tooth to the left of your 
warping area.
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2

Carry the thread down to the 
bottom warp bar and wind it 
around the first tooth of the 
warping area.

3

Keeping tension on the thread, 
carry it up to the first tooth 
of your warping area and wind 
the thread around the tooth.

4



Maintaining tension, carry the 
thread back to the bottom 
warp bar and wind the thread 
around the second tooth.

You will now see the warp 
pattern start to emerge.
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Repeat steps 4 and 5 until you 
get to the last tooth on the 
bottom warp bar.

To finish, carry the thread 
up to the last tooth of your 
warping area and secure by 
wrapping the thread around 
the warp bar a few times and 
tying a knot.

5

6

7



WARP TENSION

The warp should have an even tension across the loom 
and feel springy when plucked. It may be useful to weave 
a few rows of plain weave at the beginning of your piece 
to check the evenness of the tension. Uneven tension 
will emerge as a slight waviness in the fabric. 

If left unattended, it may cause ribbing or buckling 
in your woven piece. It is generally an undesirable 
characteristic unless it is a specific design feature. 

To reduce the instances of uneven tension, check the 
tension as you warp and tighten any loose threads 
before tying off. 

If uneven tension does not present it self until further 
in the piece, it can be remedied by inserting a shed stick 
across the affected area. The aim is to tighten the looser 
threads and create a more consistent tension across the 
loom.
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LOOM	&	SPINDLE	 FRAME	LOOMS

Warp Spacing

When warping the Loom & Spindle frame loom you’ll 
notice that every two warp threads are spaced quite 
closely together. This is due to the tooth pattern on the 
warping bars. Once you start weaving, the threads will 
even out very quickly and it will not affect the look of 
your piece.

Varying the Sett

If you follow the warp pattern on the Loom & Spindle 
frame loom you’ll get 4 warp threads over 2.5cm (or 1 
inch). This is referred to as the sett and it will determine 
the density of your warp. A sett of 4 threads is a good 
starting point for new weavers as it allows for quick and 
easy coverage of the warp. 

A sett of 8 warp threads over 2.5cm (or 1 inch) can be 
acheived by warping the loom twice. Weave a couple of 
rows of plain weave to evenly space the warp before you 
begin your design. This sett may be useful for intricate 
patterns or double layer effects.
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RESOURCES
LOOMANDSPINDLE.COM.AU

We offer a range of frame looms and weaving kits for 
beginner weavers. We also have a select range of tapestry 
warp for frame-loom weaving projects.
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SHOP NOW

Thank you for taking the time to read our guide How to Warp 
A Frame Loom. We hope it helps you on your weaving journey.

If you enjoyed it, please feel free to pass it on and share it 
with other like minded creatives:

THANKS	FOR	READING!

facebook twitter

If you would like to stay in touch and get notified when 
new resources just like this one become available: 

CLICK HERE

http://loomandspindle.com.au 
http://loomandspindle.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.loomandspindle.com.au%2Fweaving-resources
https://twitter.com/home?status=Great%20new%20weaving%20resource%20from%20%40LoomAnd_Spindle%20http://bit.ly/1R5etUR
http://eepurl.com/XKNyf


LOOMANDSPINDLE.COM.AU

Conceived, designed and written by Andrea Rothwell

First published in 2015 by Loom & Spindle Press, 
Balnarring, Australia.

© Andrea Rothwell 2015

All rights reserved. No portion of this work may be 
reproduced, transmitted or circulated in any form or 
by any means, electronic or mechanical, without prior 
written permission from the author.

Contact Us: loomandspindle@gmail.com

Loom	&	Spindle:	How	to	Warp	A	Frame	Loom	|	11


